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COURSE DESCRIPTION 


Prerequisites

Incoming freshmen will either have taken and passed the English Language Workshop or received an ELW Waiver prior to Term 1, 2007-2008. 

Recommended Text and Readings

A course pack will contain major sources to be used throughout the term. 

Assessment Method

Essays (2)
        35%              { Essay 1 (15%); Essay 2   ( 20%)}

Research paper        35%              { Draft 1  (15%); Final paper (20%)}

Writing portfolio     15%              { outlines, drafts, peer feedback}

Attendance & Participation    
15% 

CLASS TIMING

To be confirmed

POLICY FOR ABSENCES IN RELATION TO FINAL GRADE

The class meets once a week for a one and a one-half hour session during 13 weeks,  inclusive of 2 out-of-class writing conferences. Each session is a ready-made opportunity to communicate your ideas and challenge the validity of opposing viewpoints. With these expectations, it is inevitable that students be present for every session. Failure to do so will affect the final grade. The following policy for absences in relation to the final grade should be noted:

5 or more absences out of 13 sessions will result in an F grade.

3-4 absences out of the 13 sessions will result in a C+ grade or lower.

Course Methods

· In AW 100, students create their writing through the on-going process of confronting, evaluating and communicating ideas on a selected topic of interest. For 2007-2008, the course will focus on the topic of identity. Students will explore the topic through three different lenses: youth, digital communities and professional identities. 

· Acquiring the skills for such intellectual debate customarily grows out of reading extended texts (pieces such as essays in popular magazines, commentaries or opinion-editorials in newspapers, trade non-fiction or academic articles), and viewing alternative media such as videotaped lectures, documentaries, and so forth. 

· Students must write frequently to learn the conventions and structures of academic writing. They must also receive regular and sustained feedback from a range of readers, both instructor and fellow students.

· The design of the course will take students through graduated levels of difficulty:

· the first essay will require critique and response to one text  (3-4 pages),

· the second essay will require comparison and synthesis across 2 texts in order to arrive at an original response ( 4-6 pages)

· the final essay requires a reasonably complex literature review of 4-5 major articles (not Internet sources such as Wikipedia)  (up to 10 pages)

CLASS SCHEDULE:  MAKING AND REMAKING IDENTITY

	Wks 
	Topics & Skills 
	Tasks 

	
	Unit 1 – The notion of  youth identity
	

	1
	The writing process

Brainstorming, outlining, thesis statements
	

	2
	Writing introductions, Thesis Statements, conclusion
	Write an introductory paragraph for essay 1

	3
	Analyzing structure of a  text 
	Draft essay 1 for peer revision

	
	Unit 2 – The formation of digital communities
	

	4
	Analyzing structure of an argumentative essay

Supporting evidence

Counter argument
	Essay 1 – due

	5
	In-text citation, paraphrasing and summarizing; plagiarism
	Write an introductory paragraph for essay 2

	6
	Synthesizing arguments
	Synthesizing 2 articles for essay 2

	
	Unit 3 – The creation of a professional identity
	

	7
	Analyzing a research paper
	Draft essay 2 for peer revision

	8
	Recess 
	Essay 2– due

	9
	Narrowing a research topic and formulating research questions
	Essay 3 – research paper

Formulating research questions for essay 3

Writing the thesis

	10
	Primary and secondary research

Distinguishing facts from opinions

Analyzing, interpreting and classifying information
	Writing the introduction

Classifying information

	11
	Synthesizing information from multiple sources
	Draft 1- due

	12
	Conferencing
	

	13
	Conferencing
	Essay 3 - due


WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 

Assignment 1 – Essay 1

Due Date: Fri 14 Sept 2007 noon in your instructor’s CEC mailbox*, and submitted to Turnitin

Length: 3-4 pages, double-spaced, 12pt Times Roman font

References: APA 5th edition
Task: 

In the first essay you will explore the question “How do youth mark out their identities? “ You will reflect on one of the paradoxes or dilemmas that emerges when youths create their personal or group identity: individualism versus conformity, rejection of authority versus fad influence or peer pressure, adult perception or misperception as opposed to the unique creation of youth identity. You will select one source-text from the reading packet and use selected, key ideas from the text to create an essay in which your interpretation of the text enriches and challenges the reader’s perception of youth identity. In writing this essay, you will formulate an original, clear thesis and use relevant supporting evidence to advance your position. 

Assignment 2 – Essay 2 

Due Date: Fri 12 Oct 2007 noon in your instructor’s CEC mailbox and submitted to Turnitin

Length: 4-6 pages, double-spaced, 12pt Times Roman font

References: APA 5th edition
Task: 

In the second essay you will explore the question of how people today create identities through digital communities. You will consider the challenges in digital communities and identity production: private and virtual identities, gender deconstruction and social networking. You will select two source-texts from the reading packet to analyze in detail. The two texts may be supportive of your position or may be contrastive, offering evidence that reveals both sides of the issue. Your analysis of the two source texts will provide you with a new and insightful look at the issue, which will be reflected in your essay.

You will find it necessary to define key terms like “digital communities” and “identity production. As you decide on your thesis and develop it using two texts from your readings, you will demonstrate your ability to synthesize relevant information from the two texts effectively. 

Assignment 3 – Research Paper

Due Date: Fri 16 Nov 2007

Length: 8-10 pages

References: APA 5th edition
Task: 

The third essay will be built on the skills of the previous two units, but with the addition of an enlarged or novel perspective adopted in the paper from your own research. You will use three sources of your own selection to explore the creation of professional identity. As you explore professional identity, you might raise questions like the following: how do individuals conceive of themselves as professionals? To what extent do co-workers and group affiliations within organizations help forge the development of an individuals’ professional identity? Where do people learn about professionalism?  What is the impact of such identities on a person’s individual and social image? You will select 3 source texts from the reading packet and examine an insight or explore a particular perspective which arises from your close reading of the three texts.
One of the hallmarks of a strong undergraduate experience is the ability of students to debate, in writing and speech, the ideas and controversies that define and challenge their times. In this course, students will learn to write such that they wrestle with ideas, weigh alternative viewpoints and develop original positions in their own thinking, substantiated by solid evidence and logical argumentation.





The intent of this course is to help students:


Critically analyze, and interpret texts


Synthesize logically similar and opposing views from a variety of texts 


Formulate clear thesis statements and write arguments with relevant support


Develop research and library skills


Integrate print and electronic sources effectively with personal viewpoint.


Use correct documentation styles


Revise their writing
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