	[image: image1.wmf]
	 
[image: image2.wmf]    HWA CHONG INSTITUTION
	[image: image3.png]




	
	Fiction-Writing Workshop in English 
0801-A130-34
	


Sabbatical Description

0801-A130-34 is designed to help the beginning writer learn to write short fiction. Critical and expressive skills are sharpened through the practice of writing itself, and also through written and oral critiques of student work and analysis of the techniques of established fiction writers. We will start with readings and exercises designed to practice the elements of fiction writing, building up to the writing of a complete short story. We will critique these stories in the sabbatical. Students will be asked to bear the cost of making copies of story manuscripts to distribute to the class, instructor, and trainers, to be read in advance of story critiques.
On Day 4, Alison Jean Lester, author of the recently-published collection Locked Out, will visit the class, read from her work, and discuss the many facets of being a fiction-writer.

Students will:

· Write a complete short story

· Practice techniques of fiction, such as character development, writing dialogue, and managing point of view

· Explore techniques of narrative design in published short stories

· Critique each others’ fiction in workshop sessions in class
Sabbatical Schedule
	Day
	Topics
	Readings 

	1
	Introduction: Character, Setting, Plot, Point of View, Punctuation, Sentence Length
	“They’re Made Out of Meat” by Terry Bisson; “Bullet in the Brain” by Tobias Wolff; “Words” by Zoran Živković

	2
	The Sound of Writing: Dialogue, Repetition, Dramatization, Indirect Narration, Tone
	“The Garden of Forking Paths” by Jorge Luis Borges; “Babycakes” by Neil Gaiman; “The School” by Donald Barthelme; Group 1 Stories

	3
	Group 1 Critiques
	Group 2 Stories

	4
	Group 2 Critiques
	Group 3 Stories

	5
	Group 3 Critiques
	


Instructor

Mr Jason Erik Lundberg (lundberg@hc.edu.sg) is an American expatriate now living in Singapore, and the author of The Time Traveler's Son (Papaveria Press), Four Seasons in One Day (Two Cranes Press, with Janet Chui), and over three dozen articles and short stories. In 2008, his writing will see publication in Subterranean Magazine, Farrago's Wainscot, Sybil's Garage, Tiny Stories, and Strange Horizons. With Janet Chui, he runs Two Cranes Press, an indie publishing atelier. Lundberg is a graduate of the well-known Clarion Writers' Workshop in Michigan and the Strange Horizons Workshop in Oregon, and he has conducted his own sessions through the NCSU Young Writers' Workshop in North Carolina. His website can be found at www.jasonlundberg.net.
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